
BA in Political Science 

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 

All majors must complete at least 36, but not more than 45, hours of political 

science. All students are required to take the following core curriculum: 

Political Science   

POL SCI 1100  Introduction To American Politics 3 

POL SCI 1500  Introduction To Comparative Politics 3 

POL SCI 1800  World Politics 3 

POL SCI 2000  Political Analysis 3 

POL SCI 3950  Senior Seminar In Political Science 3 

Total Hours 12 15 

Majors are urged to take POL SCI 1100, POL SCI 1500, and POL SCI 1800 as early as 

possible since these courses are designed to provide a substantive foundation as 

well as conceptual and analytical tools for subsequent course work. Because the 

seminar topics in POL SCI 3950 change from semester to semester, the course can 

be repeated as an elective. All majors must take at least one Seminar in Political 

Science. 

Students also must complete at least one course in four of the following political 

science areas: 

 Public Law (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 1000, 2000, or 
3000 or 4000 level) 

 American Politics (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 1000, 
2000, or 3000 or 4000 level). 

 Public Policy and Administration (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin 
at the 1000, 2000, or 3000 or 4000 level). 

 Comparative Politics (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 
1000, 2000, or 3000 or 4000 level). 
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 Political Theory (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 1000, 
2000, or 3000 or 4000 level). 

 International Relations (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 
1000, 2000, or 3000 or 4000 level). 

 Methodology (chosen from among courses listed in bulletin at the 1000, 2000, 
or 3000 or 4000 level). 

At least 15 hours of political science course work must be at the 3000 or 4000 

level, including POL SCI 3950 Senior Seminar. B.A. degree students may take a 

maximum of 3 hours of political science on a satisfactory/ unsatisfactory basis; 

this can include any course except the required courses in the core curriculum. 

Note: As early as possible, students should determine their educational objectives 

and consult with an adviser regarding a plan of study. Those students who are 

uncertain of their future plans are urged to include in their 36-45 hours of political 

science a broad set of courses in American politics, public policy and 

administration, public law, comparative politics, international politics, political 

theory, and methodology. In addition to this general course of study in political 

science, the department offers B.A. degree students several specialized programs 

of study in political science geared to various student academic and career 

interests. 

Sign-offs from other departments affected by this proposal  

None  

Rationale  

As global citizens, our students could benefit from a course that provides 
an international perspective. By requiring 1800 World Politics as a core 
course, we will ensure that our students have that exposure. Adding this 
course keeps us in line with other local universities, such as SLU and 
Webster.  
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